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OFFlCE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GERaLD C, MANN
' Arvenmny GERERAL

xonoi-abic A..X. Dunlap, cbmmi.ssiomr
- Board of Water Ensineers
Auat.n, Texas

Dear Hr. Dz_mlapi

tim-

Ilouse 3410

A7th Lezislsturd) 1s\g

- torney General cf 2=
stitute &

ch 1nvestigat.10n and to ine
proceedings or suits or tzke

such othér aedicn as ame/proper to protect the interest
of the aengt’ to the wvatera of the pPecos River,
2 ang -§ iew- Mexico to comply with the terms
gﬁ of ertite agreement therein set out.
f_ £ the act mekes on &ppropi-iation in the
2 follow _ '
¥ - ' is hereby appropriated out of any funds
i in the Staie Tressury noi othervise approoriated

the sum of Thirty Thousand Dollers ($30,000), for
the purpose of carrying out the provislions of this
act. 5aid money =hall be patd out on sworn sccounts
spproved by the Attoznoy General and shall e pnid
cut of the State Trousury on W&“Iauts of tne Comp-

i troiler as under Qenersl lovs " :
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Tha Aot paseed the House Hay 26, 1931 «~ yoas 93,
naya 23 «~ and passed the Senate, June 18, 1934) -~ yoas 21,
nays #. . It vas approved July 23, 1941.

. The Aot contained the usual omergency clause but
as shown by the above vote it lacked the necessary two-thirds
psjority in the House and therefore did not bscome iumedinte-
ly effective by reason of the emorgency clause, nor at all,
unless the Act i3 a general appropriation bill within the.

_noanina of the Constitution. (Section 39, Article III)

In an opiniom by tlls department, vritten by the
late Chief Justice C. M. Curcton.while he was First Asgslistant
Attoxnny'cenerul it was. saidt : )

*we will first determine the meaning af tbe
phrase, 'a gensrsl appropriation act.! An appro-
pristion of the 3tate funds 1s o setting epart
froa the public revenue of a cortsin sux of money
for a specified object in such & wanner that the

. executive officers are suthorized to use that mon-
- 8ys and no more, for that gpeciflc cbject. .
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. Sehe caption of this Act, aa vall as tha flrab
: peragraph of the first sectlon, expressly declares

" that one of its purposea is to sppropriate funds

. for tho psyment of defialencies vhich had been in-
curred in sdministering the affairs of the State.
Governmont. . Another deoclared purpose is to provide
funds for meeting emergencles during the fiscal
year ending August 33, 191%5.¢« Froam this vo must as-
sume that ond of the evils to be remedied by the
statute vas & licuidation of debts created under
the lav Ly reason of the failure of the last pre-

. geding appropriation blll to carry such funds for
aéministerinz the affairs of the Covermment. An~
other evil to be remedied was to avoeld cresting
furthser deficliencies in order that the State might
operate upon a ¢ssh basis. When the various items
of the bill are examined it will be found that they
correapond with the declared purposs of the msasure,
a8 containnd in the oaption and in the first seo-
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- It vill thus bo geen following tha ressons by
Judge Curéton that tho present bill is not & general appro-
priation act but on Lhe contrary is ono authorizing certain
investigations, suits or procecedings, touching a definite

subject watter and wmaking an appropristion for the apecific

purpose of corrying cut the proviaiona of the act == an in-
cl&ent znarely to the act. '

. Thia beling true the Act 414 noﬁ go into effect vn-~
til ninely doys ax‘ter the adjournment of' the Legislature.

. Kinoty dsys after the adjoumment means ninety full
dayr intervening dbetveen the day of adjourmment and the ef-
foctive day vhich would be in this instance Octodber 1, 1943,

8‘()8;“-“ |

vhich day begins, of course, mid-night October 1, and the ap-

propreiation will lsapse two years from that date.

LT SO " Yours very truly

- " ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
Jooon B e e .~ Ocle Sgeer

STy . o S Assidtant
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